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PSJA SCHOOL HONORED - The Texas Education Agency and the State Board of
Education distinguished Pharr's Napper Elementary as a 1989-90 Exceptional
Achievement School. The Agency and the Board recognized the top schools
having at least 90 percent of all students mastering all TEAMS (Texas
Educational Assessment of Minimum Skills) tests. Napper, a part of the
Pharr/San Juan/Alamo Independent School District, was one of only 11 schools
in South Texas recognized at the recently held Region I ceremonies. Keep
up the good work!
So, I commend Superintendent Ernesto Alvarado, Principal Anna Maria
Perez, the faculty, students, parents and the commmunity for their
leadership, instruction, dedication, and academic excellence.
IF IF IF
WHEN, OH WHEN? - Due to the large number of calls and letters into the
office concerning the return of service men and women deployed in the
Persian Gulf, some information on the why's and when's might be helpful.
As our troops begin pulling out, the Central Forces Command must retain
the capability to defend their areas of operations. Withdrawal is a slow
process that maintains security of remaining troops as a top priority.
Civil strife within Iraq means the area maintains a sense of
volatility, and as the situation stabilizes officials may be able to better
project when specific units or individuals will be returning home. But
right now, details are only available 24-48 hours ahead of time.
Because there is no central point of contact able to say exactly
when specific units or individuals are scheduled to come home, your best
source of information will be the base or ship from where the servicemember
was originally deployed. Also, don't forget to check with base support
groups, such as family service centers.
IF IF IF
CINCO DE MAYO - As you know, one of the great days in Mexican history
is known as "Cinco de Mayo," or the Fifth of May. May 5th marks the
anniversary of the 1862 battle of Puebla, in which Mexican forces, against
overwhelming odds, defeated French invaders.
(more)
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When French Emperor Napoleon III and 6,000 of his troops attacked
the forts of Loreto and Guadalupe on May 5, 1862, 2,000 Mexican. soldiers
under General Ignacio Zaragoza, who was born in Texas, drove the men back
and finally won the day. Despite having won the battle, the French
ultimately conquered the country placing Archduke Maximilian on the throne
in June of 1864. Ho.\Yever, it is believed the short-lived May 5th victory
appealed to the imagination of the Mexicans and gave them the moral
confidence they needed when they ultimately deposed and executed Maximilian
in June of 1867. Historians believe this was the last time ltunfriendly"
foreign troops were in this hemisphere. Some say the May 5th French defeat
may have prevented the French from going into the United States.
A national holiday in Mexico, Cinco de Mayo is celebrated with
festivities throughout the country and abroad. The three major Cinco
de Mayo celebrations in the Rio Grande Valley will take place in Harlingen,
Brownsville and on South Padre Island. The anniversary date is celebrated
primarily throughout the Southwestern United States but especially in
Texas. You see, the hero of the 1862 battle, General Zaragoza, was born
in Bahia del Espiritu Santo, Mexico known today as Goliad, Texas.
it it it it
GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE - While blood donors aren't quite a dime a dozen,
they are more common than bone marrow donors. Last year, I introduced
you to the National Bone Marrow Donor Registry -- a list documenting the
names and various types of marrow donors across the country. In April
1990, Congress provided $6 million for marrow donor recruitment the
first federal support to defray the laboratory costs of tissue typing
volunteers.
Proudly, I report that these funds have stimulated a nationwide donor
recruitment campaign that has exceeded even our most optimistic
expectations. In the past 12 months, the size of the National Registry
has tripled to 300,000 volunteers and the number of transplants has more
than doubled, now numbering 700.
A second major goal has been to expand minority representation in
the registry. Last April, there were fewer than 7,000 minority donors
listed in the registry. As of the end of March, this figure has increased
four fold as more than 30,000 African-American, Hispanic, Asian-American,
Native-American and other minorities are now a part of the miraculous
program.
Finally, a third major goal has been to increase corporate
participation in donor recruitment and education. This too has proven
to be an outstanding success as a number of major national and international
companies have agreed to participate.
This program is vital because the chances of matching a donor and
recipient are about one in 20,000. For more information about this exciting
program, call LIFESAVERS at 1-800-950-1050. So whether it's blood, or
bone marrow, give the gift of life. It's very rewarding knowing you have
either helped or saved someone else's life!
it
CONGRATS! The Los Cazadores Trophy Whi tetail Tournament, sponsored by
the South Texas Sportsman's Association, awarded its 1991 scholarship
to Cliff Weeks, a senior at Cotulla High School. Weeks was presented
the scholarship in a ceremony at the La Salle County Fair and Wild Hog
Cookoff recently. The scholarship, supported by proceeds from the deer
contest, is awarded annually to a graduating senior planning to study
wildlife management.
it it it
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